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How the Stars Came Down
by Pat Schneider, Sherwood Forest Camp alumna 

Night. How the stars came down
arching over us, and the only name
we had for them was shooting stars.
Why there were so many was anybody’s guess.
My great grandmother thought the world
was coming to an end when Haley’s comet
flared across the sky. I lay flat on my back
and watched the night sky falling
all around me and I wanted
more than anything, never to go home.
I did, of course. They put us campers into busses
and drove us back to tenements,
asphalt and streetlights in the city.
What I didn’t know that night
in my bedroll at Sherwood Forest Camp
was that when I got home,
home wasn’t my real home any more.
I had a new home in my remembering
and it was dark and safe and beautiful

with shooting stars still falling all around.

                                     © Pat Schneider
                                         Amherst Writers & Artists
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A message from our leadership...
Since 1937, Sherwood Forest Camp has been fulfilling its mission of transforming lives through camp experiences!  We help 
children realize a future beyond anything they could imagine and provide them with the tools to achieve it.  Sherwood Forest 
Camp creates healthy, caring communities where children develop character and competence.

Every year, we hear from dozens of former campers, staff members, and Leadership Training Program graduates who get back 
in touch with us to say thanks for their camp experiences.  One such alumna is Pat Schneider, who was living in a one-room 
basement apartment when she was placed in care at Edgewood Children’s Center in Webster Groves in 1945. She returned to 
a two-room apartment in a tenement on Olive Street in 1947, but continued going to Sherwood Forest as a camper from age 
12 through 16.  During her last year at camp, she was an assistant counselor, leading wilderness trips and overnight camping trips.  
Pat wrote the poem featured here in honor of her counselor, Jan “Happy” Corn.

Today Pat is a poet, playwright, librettist, and author of nine books. Founder/director emerita of Amherst Writers & Artists, she 
is an adjunct faculty member of the Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley, California.  She credits Sherwood Forest with “saving 
my sanity, if not my life.”  Thank you for your generous support which makes amazing stories like Pat’s possible!
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Children who attend camp beginning at the age of seven have the opportunity to grow up with us for the 
next ten years.  Along the way, they make lifelong friends and learn lifelong lessons.  Our three sequential 
summer camp programs are geared to campers’ abilities, interests, needs, and skill development.

In the process of participating in fun activities, from cooking over an open fire to zooming down our 
zipline, our campers are also learning.  They are learning to try new things, to master new skills, to work 
cooperatively with others, and to discover and develop their strengths.  These are the skills they need in 
order to further their education, to pursue a career, and to build strong and healthy relationships.

Today, approximately 80% of our campers are from families living in poverty, and for many of these 
children, the Sherwood Forest Camp experience serves as their only summertime enrichment and 
learning opportunity.

Mini Camp
This program, for children who 
have completed 1st or 2nd grade, 
is designed as an introduction to 
residential camp.  Children this age 
have not spent many nights away 
from home or family, so Mini Camp  
helps them take their first steps 
towards independence.  Campers 
participate in activities with their 
groups and are exposed to a wide 
variety of the activities we offer, such 
as aquatics and arts.  

Boys and Girls Camp
Campers who have completed  
3rd through 5th grade participate 
in this program, which gives them 
the unique opportunity to choose 
their own activities.  Campers make 
decisions and take responsibility for 
their choices as they participate in 
activities that build character, skills, 
and competence in a fun and active 
learning environment.

Leadership Training
Founded in 1942, this program is 
for 6th through 9th grade campers. 
Through hands-on activities, they 
master skills that help them plan 
and make good choices in order to 
build promising futures.  In addition 
to completing challenging wilderness 
trips in the Ozark wilderness, 
they develop plans, budgets, and 
itineraries, and raise funds for 
extended trips through the United 
States to visit colleges and volunteer 
with service organizations.  Graduates 
participate in our Counselor in 
Training program.



Our campers say Sherwood Forest is
  ...their home away from home.

    ...where their best friends are.

      ...where they can be their truest selves.

        ...where they can experience independence.

          ...where they feel safe and loved.
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              2010       2011   

End-of-Year Net Assets     $ 1,189,752 $ 1,264,996

Financial Overview

         2010       2011   

Contributions    $ 584,339    $ 604,325

United Way    $ 363,932    $ 387,060

Grants     $ 145,090    $ 166,687

Program Fees    $ 157,674    $ 145,385
TOTAL  $ 1,251,035 $ 1,303,457

Revenue
                                   46%

                       30%

        13%

       11%

Expenses
        2010       2011   

Program Services    $ 853,890    $ 921,276

Fundraising    $ 212,303    $ 223,271

Management    $   72,593    $   83,666
TOTAL  $ 1,138,786 $  1,228,213

                                                        75%

            18%

    7%
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Gender
Girls:   50 %
Boys:   50 %

Age
7 to 9 years old  41 %
10 to 12 years old 47 %
13 to 16 years old  12 %

Race
African American  66 %
Caucasian  24 %
Bi/Multi-Racial    6 %
Hispanic/Latino    1 %
Native American    1 %
Asian     1 %
Other     1 %

Household Income
$0 to $9,999  17 %
$10,000 to $14,999 12 %
$15,000 to $19,999 11 %
$20,000 to $29,999 25 %
$30,000 to $39,999 16 %
$40,000 to $49,999   6 %
$50,000 +  13 %

Counties
St. Louis County  49 %
St. Louis City  31 %
Other Missouri Counties 10 %

St. Clair County    6 %
Madison County    2 %
Other Illinois Counties   2 %

Summer 2011 At-a-Glance
Total number of campers:   390
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Program Spotlight: 
Library and Literacy

In 2011, we implemented the second year of the summer camp Reading and Library Program to address 
summer learning loss, which is especially prevalent among children from low-income families.  As a 
result of this program, campers’ enjoyment of reading has increased, as have their reading skills.  The 
program significantly boosted campers’ vocabulary, and in fact, campers experienced an 87% increase in 
vocabulary knowledge as a result of reading activities.  Our formal reading program helped campers read 
more books (both at camp and when they went home) and gave campers access to a highly-qualified 
reading teacher in a fun, small group environment.

This innovative opportunity at Sherwood Forest helped change campers’ attitudes towards reading 
and exposed them to new literature, different from what they see at school.  As one parent noted, 
Sherwood Forest Camp is “aimed at the whole child” and the Reading and Library Program fits well 
with this holistic philosophy.  Campers received books to revisit fondly and reread over and over again, 
to recreate the fun and wonder they first experienced at summer camp.  Parents reported that when 
campers returned home, they read more, made more frequent requests to visit the library, and were 
better at choosing books that fit with their interests and skill level.

Ongoing participation in Reading and Library activities at Sherwood Forest Camp helps campers progress 
through our camp programs and their schools.  They enter middle school as proficient readers and are 
more prepared for high school.  Ultimately, they are better able to successfully seek and complete post-
high school education or training, to positively contribute to our community as adults.  The results of 
the reading program speak to the transformative nature of summer camp!
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$500 to $999 (continued)
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Lynn and Benjamin Rassieur III
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$100 to $249 (continued)
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$99 and under (continued)
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David and Barbara Victor
Jim and Karen Vogelsang
Kathryn and Dan Waldemer
Denny and Michelle Walter
Tiffanie and Walter Walton
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John and Pauline Cella 
     Anonymous 
Betsey Comfort 
     R. Denis and Madeline Isenberg
     William Solomon
Jim Cornbleet 
     Jan and Jack Chatten-Brown
     Ginger Imster
Jim and Suzy Cornbleet 
     Margie Cornbleet
Louis Fine 
     Steven and Lynn Spewak
Terry and Marjorie Franc 
     William Bitting
     Mary and Richard Fisher
     Page and Fonda Hereford
     Alison Oswald and Danny Plax
     Steven and Julie Plax
     Paul and Judith Putzel
Andrea Ginsburg and Josh Strosberg 
     Barry and Martha Ginsburg

Joe Glik 
     Margie Cornbleet
Al Goldman 
     Irv Horwitz
Al and Judy Goldman 
     Roger and Rebecca Miller
Louisa Goldman 
     Joel and Joanne Iskiwitch
Marvin and Mickey Goldman 
     Marvin and Mickey Goldman
Pat and Sam Hopmeier 
     Will and Hellen Carpenter
     Donald and Mary Sue Davis
     F. Roger and Barbara Dierberg
     Todd and Sharon Gilmore
     Patricia Golden
     Pamela Gomes
     David and Kandee Haertel
     James and Dorothy Jacobsen
     Peter and Jean Likes
     Donald and Ann  Olson
     William and Helene  Savage
     William and Mary Stewart
     Gage and June Von Weise
Dora Ingram 
     Pearlie Evans
Ted Isaacs 
     Neil and Ellen Abramson
     Robert Chiron
     Harvey and Barbara Cotlar
Myron Jaffe 
     Marvin and Mickey Goldman
     Edward and Ellen Lieberman
     Rachel Miller
     Bernard and Sally Stein
Kathy Jay 
     Spencer and Betsy Garland
     Myron and Hazel Herzog, Jr.
Ronald Kramer 
     Bob and Barbara Platzer
Chrissy Nardini 
     Shelly Liley
Keylon Patterson 
     Brigitte Foley
David Pocost and Marianne Baer 
     Lynnsie Kantor
     Judy Rubin
Rachel Presley 
     Harold and Karen Karabell
     Steven and Lynn Spewak
     Kurt and Robin Wolfgram
Mary Rogers 
     Anna Crew
Cindy Spencer 
     Susan Herbolsheimer
Lynn Spewak 
     Norman Pressman and 
          Wendi Alper Pressman

Nardie Stein
     Pat Baer 
     Marvin and Elaine Gernstein
     Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Hoffman
     Barbara Simon
     David and Barbara Victor
Steve and Cindy Thumann 
     Jenny Thumann
Lisa Watkins 
     Dorothy Richman
JoAnn Wolf 
     Dan Slosburg

Memorials
Jo Turbeville Bradbury 
     George Bradburry III
Joe Brown 
     John and Ima Jean Crane
Dick Brownstein 
     Pat Baer
Dr. and Mrs. D.R. Chase 
     Anne Chase-Lock
Donald Cornbleet 
     Jan and Jack Chatten-Brown
Judy Engelsmann 
     Richard Engelsmann
Barbara Fox 
     James and Dorothy Jacobsen
Faye Gollub 
     Anna Lee Brown
Daisy M. Hayes 
     Nancy Pound
Mike Kean 
     Al and Lynn
Sam Kohn 
     Bob and Barbara Platzer
James O. Lynch 
     Mary Jane Lynch
Joseph Lynch 
     Jane Lynch
Susan Meier 
     Anonymous
     The Donald L. Barnes Foundation
     Christy James
Louis Melchior 
     W. Stefan Morovitz
Adam Milton 
     Alfred and Judy Goldman
Angela Moertl 
     Steve and Cindy Thumann
William J. Oetting 
     David Oetting
     James Oetting
Roger Steven Seigel 
     Bob and Barbara Platzer

Bill Seymour 
     Sara Seymour
Elise Stolz 
     Anonymous
     Marlyn Adderton
     Nancy and John Allen, Sr.
     Hollye Atwood
     Herbert and Mary Ann Berndsen
     Robert and Martha Busse
     Robert and Marcy Byrne
     Debbie Capps
     Landers and Mimi Carnal
     John and Colleen Clements
     Pat and Kathy Crane
     Edward and Elizabeth Cunliff
     Patricia Drew
     John Ferring
     Alice Galt
     David and Holly Gulick
     Harold and Sonny Helmkampf
     Signa and Robert Hermann, Jr.
     Bill and Kerry Holekamp
     David and Kathy Hollo
     Richard Horner
     David Hutkin
     Christy James
     Robert and Martha Kuelper
     Mark and Mary Jo LaBarge
     Mr. and Mrs. Pierre LaBarge III
     Brian Landy
     Beth and Philip Louis, Jr.
     Charles and Anne McAlpin
     Libby and James McDonnell III
     Perie and Don McKinley
     Alice Miller
     Charles Newman
     William Oetting
     Bob and Barbara Platzer
     Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Rassieur III
     Barbie and Bill Reisner, Jr.
     David Slavkin
     Bernard and Sally Stein
     Tom and Barbara Stolz
     Rosemary, Debbie, and Greg Stolz
     Robert Stolz
     Brett and Mary Sydlewski
     Andrew and Barbara Taylor
     Jack Taylor
     Debbie and Jack Thomas, Jr.
     Nancy and Charlie Van Dyke
     William and Barbara Van Luven
     Eleanor Walz
     Helen Wetterau
     W. Grant Williams III
     H.M. Wilson, Jr.
     William and Millie Winter



Memorials (continued)
Guerrant Tatum 
     Carol Faeth Peiter
Lucile Vail 
     June Cooper
     Joan and Rudy Schmid
Merle Watts 
     Joe and Rosemary Dreyer
Emil and Mary Ann Wiggins 
     Sue Stivers
Larry Wittman 
     Anonymous
Bill Wright 
     Pat Baer
Samuel Morrie Young 
     Bob and Barbara Platzer

Greenwood Legacy Society
* Brooks Bernhardt
* G.A. Buder, Jr.
* Susan Buder and HL Buder
Ed Becker
Betsey Comfort
* Ada Fields
Curt Ittner 
Molly Hyland Ittner
Sue Levin
* John McDaniel, Jr.
Alice Miller
Mary Rogers
Jack Taylor
     *deceased

In-Kind Gifts
ABC Supply Company, Inc.
American Girl
Architectural Design Guild
Annie AuBuchon
The Basil Spice Thai Cafe
Baubles by EBaer
Ben and Jerry’s
Ken Bennett
Big Frog Custom T-Shirts
Blueberry Hill
Blues City Deli

Blush Boutique
Ben and Addie Bond
Berkeley Lumber
Botanicals Design Studio
George Bradbury
Bravo TV
Breadsmith
Broadway Comedy Club
Marcia and Roger Brockman
Holly and Terry Bry
The Bug Store
Cambridge Quality Construction
David Carson
Gary Chastain
The Checkered Cottage
Chipotle
Toby Chod
Christopher’s
Circus Flora
The City Diner
Andy Cohen
Betsey and Bill Comfort
The Cup
Rick D’Angelo
Deloitte
Design Wise Interiors
Dewey’s Pizza
Diane Katzman Design
Disney World
Dominic Michael Salon
Down by the Station
Duff’s Restaurant
Dunaway Books
E-Sponder
Emerson
Equity Estates
Essential Eye Care
Deni Eyerman and Barry Greenberg
Foundation Grounds
Four Season Hotel
Frontenac Tennis
Theresa Gallup
Cindy Garnholz
Gelateria Del Leone
Gian-Tony’s Ristorante
Gisele’s
Michael Goldman
GoodEye PhotoShare
Green Mountain Coffee
Hartford Coffee Cafe
Healthy Lifestyles with Maurie, LLC
James S. Hirsh

Innovative Construction and Roofing
J Buck’s Restaurant
Dorothy and Jim Jacobsen
James Durbin Jewelry Design
Neal and Tara Jenney
Jimmy’s on the Park
Kakao Chocolate
Kaldi’s Coffee Roasting Company
Kerber, Eck & Braeckel
Arthur Kerckhoff
Lynne Kipnis and Steve Rothman
Lynn and Kris Kosup
Landmark Theatres
Sue Levin
Llywelyn’s Pub
Local Harvest Grocery
LoRusso’s Cucina
LouFest
Lowe’s Home Improvement
The Magic House
Mama Josephine’s Restaurant
Martha Stewart Living Omnimedia
Maven
Mazara Rustic Italian Cuisine
MDP Restaurants
Susan and Jay Meier
Midtown Printing
Milford Supply
Missouri Botanical Garden
Mokabe’s
Naked Vine
Nestle Purina
The Oakland Raiders
Oceano’s Bistro
OK Hatchery Feed and Garden
Olea Estates
Panera Bread
Paper Dolls Boutique
Perretta Holistic Services
Maria and Jim Pfitzinger
PJ’s Tavern / Jefferson Grill
Plowsharing Crafts
David Pocost and Marianne Baer
Rachel Presley and Mickey Smith
Brigid and Piers Pritchard
PRP Wine International
Reading is Fundamental
Renaissance St. Louis Grand Hotel
Annie Rogers and Ida O’Carroll
Roofing Supply Group
Rothman Furniture Stores, Inc.
Linda and Guy Sachs

Sam Light Loan Company
Jeff and Lissa Sauer
Darcell and Aaron Scharff
Scottrade Center
The Screening Room
Sea World Parks and Entertainment
Jill Seiter of Silpada Designs 
SF Shannon Real Estate Management, LLC
Jim Shearer
Sheraton Clayton Plaza Hotel
The Silver Lady
Courtney Simms
Smiles R Forever
Martha Sneider
Snook Equipment Rental, Inc.
Southwest Airlines
St. Louis Brewery - Schlafly Bottleworks
St. Louis Cinema
St. Louis Rams
St. Louis Wok
Stampin’ Up
Starbucks
STRANDS
Stratton’s Cafe
Mary Strauss
STyLehouse
Summa Jewelers
SweetArt Bakeshop and Gallery
Tigerlily Gifts & Monograms
Tower Grove Creamery
Trattoria Marcella
Truffles
Tussey Photography Studio
Union Square Hospitality Group
Variety the Children’s Charity of St. Louis
Vom Foss
Waterway Gas and Wash
Watkins Quality Products
Y98
Ylang Ylang Fine Designer Jewelry
John Zaegel

Special thanks to...
 The Missouri Department of 
 Economic Development Youth     
 Opportunities Program, for their   
 generous support of our  
 summer camp programs.

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of these listings.  We sincerely apologize if any errors or 
omissions have inadvertently occurred.  Please call our office with the correct information as soon as possible.



2708 Sutton Blvd.  St. Louis, MO  63143
Phone: 314-644-3322  Fax: 314-644-3330

office@sherwoodforestcamp.com
www.sherwoodforestcamp.com


